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A Novel Explanation

“Flying Saucer” Puzzle

TEMPERATURE INVERSIONS

Wishinzion December 10,
Auooflicial explanation of ply-
fng saucers was ziven to=lay. The
Cavil Avronnmi s Administration
Abd thar 1ying saneers were g
temperainre phettoilenon — ot
Visitors Urem spatee. The Depart-
ent is still nrging farther soudy
2 the manter. b states] that s
technicn!l developuent aml evalu-
alion centre gt Indlianapolis
idertook o stidy of “fAying
simeers” aftrer o Hood of reports
vrom aireraft wraflic control
Hnwers

1o July the Chied of Air Foree
Intellizence  Major-General John
Sianfordd claimed that the  \ir
Foree had checked from 10680 1o
2000 flving saneer reports with- |
ot finding anyvihing that miche |
mwendce the United Niates. |
Many Reports Investigated ‘
The Civil Aeronuidies Mdmin-
istration said it had investizatel
siqiFes of S RN Hhaile h_"..' II‘I-H|
contrel owers a1 Washingion,
Atlapty, Boston, Chicazo, Cleve-
lnm), Minneapolix and New York,
CIn eheckine hack  1the  renoris
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In ebecking  back  the  reporis
neainst weather burean records
it founmwd that a temperatinre in-
Cversion almest  alwayvs  existed
when such objects appeared on
Cthe radar serecns. Temperatnre
Cinversions  resulied  when  air,
which had been cooling with in-
creasal altitude, suddenly staried
Icoming  warmer,  cresting  a
layer of warin atnosp-here on to)p
of 1 mass of ecool air. This pro-
ducsd a refracting surface, caux-
ing reflections wWhiech  travelled
with the wined a1 or tear the tem-
perature  inversion  levels o
i tirimately ran into radar screens,
[ These areas, possibly  atmos-
pheric eddies  created by the
shearing action of dissimilar air
sirata, were not of suflicient den-
iy to produee direet returns (on
the radar: but could bend  the
Craddar beam downward to cive o
] gront]l return, it was arlded.
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